




STUDY GROUPS 
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The movie group meets the second Monday of each month.  Please contact the hostess to let her know. 
If you are attending, please bring a dish or beverage to pass. 

Time 6:15 p.m. (Social)         7:00 p.m. (Movie) 
 

December 14, 2015 
Hostess: Karel Thompson 

Film Saving Grace   rated R 
Genre:  Romantic Comedy, Foreign Films 

Director:  Nigel Cole 
Stars:  Brenda Blethyn, Craig Ferguson, Martin Clunes, Tcheky Karyo, Valarie Edmond 

 

January 11, 2016 
Hostess:  May Keenan 

Film:  Far From the Maddening Crowd rated PG 
Genre: Drama, Period Fiction, based on novel by Thomas Hardy 

Director:  Thomas Vinterberg 
Stars:  Carey Mlligan, Matthew Schoenaearts, Michael Sheen, Tom Strurridge 

 

February 15, 2016 
Hostess: Joy Bowling 

Film: Amy rated R 
Genre:  Documentary 
Director:  Asif Kapadia 
Stars:  Any Winehouse 

MOVIE GROUP 

BOOK GROUP 

January 26, 2016—5:00 P.M. 
Two Brothers Roundhouse 605 N Broadway, Aurora 

 

Wild: From Lost to Found on the Pacific Crest Trail, Author Cheryl Strayed—In the wake of her mother's death, 
with her family scattered, and in the ashes of a failed marriage, Cheryl Strayed made the impulsive decision to 
hike the Pacific Crest Trail. Wild powerfully tells the story of her adventure, capturing the terrors and pleasures 
of a young woman forging ahead against all odds and the healing power of her trip.  

 

February 24, 2016—5:00 P.M. 
Fireside Grill 49 Sugar Gove Lane, Sugar Gove 

 

Between the World and Me, Author Ta-Nehisi Coates—Readers of his work in The Atlantic and elsewhere 
know Ta-Nehisi Coates for his thoughtful and influential writing on race in America. Written as a series of 
letters to his teenaged son, his new memoir, Between the World and Me, walks us through the course of his 
life, from the tough neighborhoods of Baltimore in his youth, to Howard University—which Coates dubs “The 
Mecca” for its revelatory community of black students and teachers—to the broader Meccas of New York and 
Paris. Coates describes his observations and the evolution of his thinking on race, from Malcolm X to his con-
clusion that race itself is a fabrication, elemental to the concept of American (white) exceptionalism. Ferguson, 
Trayvon Martin, and South Carolina are not bumps on the road of progress and harmony, but the results of a 
systemized, ubiquitous threat to “black bodies” in the form of slavery, police brutality, and mass incarceration. 
Coates is direct and, as usual, uncommonly insightful and original. There are no wasted words. This is a power-
ful and exceptional book.--Jon Foro 



SAVE THE DATES—AAUW-IL 
JANUARY 30, 2016—Networking Luncheon—District 5 
APRIL 16, 2016—Tech Savvy, Oakton Community College, Des Plaines, IL 
APRIL 29-30, 2016—AAUW-IL State Convention, Hyatt Regency, 1800 Golf Road, Schaumburg, IL 

This fall we launched our new Facebook pages. By now you should have received an invitation to join our 
private members only group, AAUW Aurora Area Branch. This is the place to go for the latest branch news, 
announcements and reminders about upcoming events. If you did not receive an invitation or are having 
trouble joining the group, please email me at vpetersen74@hotmail.com. 
 

Be sure to “Like” our public page, AAUW Aurora – IL Area Branch, and invite your family, friends and col-
leagues to “Like” the page as well. This page is where we educate the public about our branch activities and 
the AAUW in general. If you want to share branch posts on your personal Facebook page be sure to share the 
ones on the public page since anyone can see those posts. 
 

Not on Facebook? We still have our branch website at www.aurora-il.aauw.net. The homepage features an-
nouncements, latest branch news and upcoming events. There also are sections that explain the AAUW and 
our branch, how to become a member, branch activities and a newsletter archive.   
 

Remember to take and share photos at branch programs, study groups and events. These photos are posted 
on both Facebook and the branch website. It is best to send those photos to our branch email address at 
aauwaurorail@gmail.com so they do not get buried in my personal email account. Whenever possible in-
clude who is in the photo from left to right and a sentence or two explaining where the photo was taken and 
what is going on in the picture. Thanks! - Vicki Petersen 3rd Vice President  (Communications) 

STAY CONNECTED WITH THE AAUW AURORA AREA 

REPORTS 

 AAUW Aurora Area Branch       

Treasurer’s Report 

Balance 09/19/2015              

$1822.36 

DEPOSITS:       

       Dues: One renewal & 

                  3 Shape the Future 

 

$246.50  

  

 

  TOTAL INCOME $ 46.50   

EXPENSES:       

        AAUW St. & Nat’l dues 

        Insurance (annual) 

        Pres. Expense 

        Social Committee 

$162.50 

$185.00 

 $   9.59 

 $ 17.85 

    

TOTAL Expenses $374.94   

BALANCE        $1693.92 

Respectfully submitted by Patricia Daugherty, Treasurer 
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Submitted by  V.E. Ross, S. Hipp, A.Danis, V. Burd, & P. Daugherty 

As approved by the board Aug. 15, 2015 

Carryover from 2014-15   $1065.89     

Projected Income:         

     Dues from 40 members 
@$21 

$840.00       

     Miscellaneous income $    0.00       

Total Projected income   $  840.00     

TOTAL FUNDS AVAILABLE     $1905.89   

Projected Expenses:         

     Convention/Conferences $ 200.00       

     Memorials 2@$25 $   50.00       

     Membership Committee $   50.00       

     Programs $ 200.00       

     Printing Yearbook, News-
letter 

$ 200.00       

     President’s Expenses $ 100.00       

     Treasurer’s Expenses $   50.00       

     Social Chair $   50.00       

     Insurance, yearly liability $ 185.00       

     Board Reserve Fund $820.89       

TOTAL PROJECTED EXPENSES     $1905.89   

AAUW Aurora-Area Branch Budget 2015-2016 

 
Note from Elaine: 

The exact figures of our total profit, after expenses, for the October 17 fundraiser are forthcoming 
from Assistant Treasurer Julie Bauman, so look for her final report in the next newsletter.  Remem-
ber that you can deduct all of your expenses from the event since our expenses were so mini-
mal.  We sent $2500 in total donations to National for Educational Opportunities and Legal Advo-
cacy Funds. 
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APPROVED MINUTES 

Aurora Area AAUW Board Meeting 

August 15, 2015 

Harris Bank at Indian Trail and Orchard 

Members Present:  Julie Bauman,  Andi Danis, Denis Curts –Lueth, Pat Daugherty, Jerre Henriksen, Sandy Hipp, 
Mary Hinterlong, Elaine Ross, Sue Zieche, and Jane Zimmerman. 

The meeting was called to order at 9:05 a.m. by Elaine Ross.  A discussion resulting from the minutes of June 
27, 2015, developed.  The discussion centered on the policy regarding release of personal information in pub-
lished, public documents. No consensus was reached as further input is needed.  Sue Boehme will be consulted 
and the matter was tabled for further action.  The minutes as written were unanimously approved.  

Treasurer, Pat Daugherty, presented the Treasurer’s Report which indicated a balance of $1,569.89.  Pat has 
filed the EIN (Employer Identification Number) to complete the process for tax exemption from the IRS; Nation-
al AAUW personnel failed to inform Pat that this step was necessary. The audit was completed on July 28, 
2015, when our books were found in good order by Karel Thompson and Amy Wolf.  Julie Bauman gave the 
Assistant Treasurer’s report.  The LAF balance remains $198.17 while the EF balance remains $1,291.66.  Our 
total balance is $1,489.83. As recommended by the auditors the outstanding check of $34.95 will be added 
back into the balance. 

Our budget for next year was amended by adding an expense line of $820.89 and eliminating the note at the 
bottom of the proposed budget.  Andi Danis moved and Mary Hinterlong seconded to accept the AAUW Aurora
-Area Branch Proposed Budget 2015-2016 as amended. The motion passed.  

Andi Danis announced programs for next year which have taken shape with the theme of “BE ONE-BRING 
ONE”.  The following is a summary. 

September 19, 2015, Opening Meeting – AAUW Mission & Purpose, Honey Jam Café, Batavia  
at 10:00 a.m. 
 
October 17, 2015, AAUW Funds Fall Wine Event, Fox Valley Winery, Oswego at 5:00 p.m. 
 
November 18, 2015, Book Discussion: What Will It Take to Make a Woman President by 
Marianne Schnell, The Turf Room, North Aurora at 5:30 p.m.  
 
December 6, 2015, Holiday Social Event: The Lueth House followed by the A.U. Holiday Concert, The 
Lueth Residence and Aurora University at 4:30 (Social) and 7:30 (Concert) 
 
January – No Program 
 
February 17, 2016, Chili/Spaghetti Winter Get-together (Program – Title IX: Let’em Play),  
The Hinterlong Residence at 6:00 p.m. 
 
March 16, 2016, The Impact of the Affordable Care Act and Midwifery Today    
 

April 13, 2016, International Awareness Program, Tap House Grill at 5:30 p.m. 
 
May 14, 2016, Spring Scholarship Event, Pomegranate Café at 11:00 a.m. 
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Membership calls for renewals have been made.  The National AAUW “Join Us” brochure has been ordered and is in 
house.  Paula Sabotta has reached her 50th year of membership; plans to honor her membership at our first meeting of 
the year have been made.  A list of potential members acquired at the Green Fest event will be invited to our first   
general meeting and wine tasting fundraiser. Our membership should be willing to suggest others for possible mem-
bership; publishing biographies will be continued.  A membership Open House will be held at 6:00 p.m. on September 
30, 2015.  We are to R.S.V.P. to Denise who will be hosting the event.  
Vicki Peterson, VP for Communications, has been very successful in bringing varied local media attention to the AAUW 
Book Sale.        
Jane Zimmerman and Mary Hinterlong reported the Fall Fundraiser for both EF and LAF will be held on October 17, 
2015, at the Fox Valley Winery.  Nicole Benzinger will once again handle invitations for the event.  The cost of the event 
is $30.00 for the wine tasting tickets; participants will bring appetizers to share.  Gift baskets and a money hat will be 
additional money raisers.  Money will be collected at the September meeting.  A certificate of insurance in not likely 
needed because Fox Valley Winery would have coverage.  AAUW must pay tax because we are not eligible at the state 
level. 
The summer Farmer’s Market book sale will be held on August 22, 2015.  Previous to the sale, at 4:30 p.m. Friday,    
August 21, final work organizing books will be done with a potluck to follow the work.  Following the book sale all re-
maining books will be brought to Culture Stock. 
The Books by Night group will be meeting at 7:00 p.m. on August 26, 2015, at the home of Mary Hinterlong; the book 
for August is Rocket Girl.  The movie group will be meeting on September 9, 2015, at Joy Bowlings and is viewing      
Selma. 
The yearbook deadline is September 11, 2015.  Andi Danis will have 25 extra copies made for membership purposes. 
Jerre Henriksen moved and Andi Danis seconded the motion to replace a member’s yearbook for a fee of $5.00 if an 
additional replacement is needed.  The motion passed. 
By–law changes for states and branches will be reviewed at the September 19, 2015 general meeting. 

The regular liability insurance has gone from a three year payment to a payment every year while the payment itself 
has remained at about $350.  Given the significantly increased insurance premium, the insurance payments would  
cover any liability we might incur from misuse of funds thus eliminating the need for insurance. Andi Danis motioned 
and Pat Daugherty seconded that we cancel the regular liability insurance, effective July 1.  Motion passed. 
Andi Danis invited board members to the Women’s Power Lunch on September 17, 2015, which will be held at the Two 
Brothers Roundhouse.  Proceeds will benefit Mutual Ground.  
The next board meeting will be at 9:00 a.m. on October 24, 2015, at the Harris bank.  The remaining meetings for 2015-
2016 to be held at 9:00 a.m. are: January 23, March 19, and June 25. 

After Andi Danis moved that we adjourn, the meeting was adjourned.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Jerre Henriksen    

Aurora Area AAUW Board Meeting, August 15, 2015— Continued 

Aurora Area AAUW Board Meeting—May 16, 2015, 11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Members Present:   Joy Bowling, Valarie Burd, Penny Cameron, Linda Chapa LaVia, Andi Danis, Suzanne Deuchler, Josie 
Daugherty, Pat Daugherty, Mary Elliot, Jerre Henriksen, Mary Hinterlong, Arline Hoban, May Keenan, Jan Mortensen, 
Vicki Peterson, V Elaine Ross, Karel Thompson, Jane Zimmermam. 

Kay Hurt’s outstanding contributions to AAUW were recognized as a Life Member and Distinguished Branch Member.  
Her memorial service will be at the New England Congregational Church on June 6, 2015.  Gathering at 1:00 p.m., the 
memorial service itself will begin at 3:00.  Donations in her memory may be made to the AAUW Education Fund. 

Fiona Chin, Ph.D. candidate at Northwestern University, spoke about “The Characteristics of Economically Successful 
Americans”.  Her report was well received and followed by questions.   

The business meeting was called to order by Co-President, Elaine Ross.  
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Elaine recognized outgoing officers Denise Curts-Leuth (Vice President for Programs) as well as May Keenan and 
Michelle Brown-Rodriquez (Co-Vice Presidents for Membership).  The introduction of nominees for officers’ positions 
was made which included:  Andi Danis and Valerie Burd (1st Vice Presidents for Programs); Denise Curts-Lueth and  
Susan Zieche (2nd Vice Presidents for Membership); and Pat Daugherty (Treasurer).  Other nominations were wel-
comed from the floor.  The nominations of officers’ positions stood as proposed.  The election and installation of   
officers followed.  A special thank you to the Nominating Committee was made.  Chaired by Denise Curts-Lueth, the 
committee included Andi Danis and Kay Hurt. 

Reports followed.   

The AAUW State convention will be held May 1-2, 2015.  At this time, May Keenan, Pat Daugherty, Andi Danis,   
Udo Igwe, and Elaine Ross will attend.  Other officers and committee members are urged to attend.     

Voting is available on line for AAUW National Officers. Instructions and options are available at the AAUW site. 
Paying dues for 2015-2016 may be done online or to Pat Daugherty. 
AAUW will have a booth at Greenfest.  Pat Daugherty will coordinate the effort, specifically the collection of books 

for our August Book Sale. 
Sandy Hipp will organize our August Book Sale for LAF to be held on August 22, 2015.   
The AAUW National Convention will be held in San Diego on June 18-21, 2015. 
Please join in summer sub-committee meetings and let Board members know your ideas. 
The next Board meeting will be held at 9:00 a.m. on June 27, 2015, at the Harris Bank. 

 

Karel Thompson motioned and Andi Danis seconded the motion to adjourn.  

Aurora Area AAUW Board Meeting—May 16, 2015—Continued 
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VOLUNTEERISM 

Are you interested in recipes for healthy eating?  Would you like to be part of a group from Aurora University’s Com-
munity Leaders to plan a competition for creating a Top Healthy Snack? 

         

The competitors would be Aurora Junior High students who are part of the MY TIME after school program.  You 
would meet with other Community Leaders as a representative of AAUW for 2 or 3 planning meetings and the final 
competition which would be in March or April.  In previous years we have had Top Healthy Chef competitions for 

best healthy pizza, best healthy sandwich.  This year the competition might be best healthy snack. 
        It’s a lot of fun and you would meet some really neat people from A. U.’s Community Leaders.  I have been part 
of this committee for three years as a representative for AAUW.  I think you would enjoy it, too.  Let me know within 

the next week if you are interested and I could give you more details. 
Happy Healthy Thanksgiving, 

Sandy Hipp 

TOP HEALTHY CHEF 

BRANCH BOARD MEETINGS/MEMBERS 

Branch Board Meetings 
Saturdays @ 9:00 a.m.  

Harris Bank on Orchard Rd/Indian Trail, Aurora 
January 23 
March 19 

June 25 (transitional meeting) 



BRANCH BOARD MEMBERS/MEETINGS—Continued 

Co-Presidents 
Elaine Ross 
veross@comcast.net/630-892-8525 
Sandy Hipp 
sandyhipp@gmail.com/630-892-8396 
Co-Vice Presidents, Program 
Andi Danis and Val Burd 
Treasurer 
Pat Daugherty 
Assistant Treasurer 
Julie Bauman 
Co-Vice Presidents, Membership 
Denise Curts-Leuth and Susan Zieche 
 

Communications Vice President 
Vicki Petersen 
Secretary 
Jerre Henriksen 
AAUW Funds 
Jane Zimmerman and Mary Hinterlong 
Social Chair 
Joy Bowling 
Newsletter Editor 
Jerre Henriksen 
 

RESERVATION POLICY 

For all meetings an RSVP is required; please contact Joy Bowling, Social Chair, for each program that 
you plan to attend.  Email: joybowling@att.net or 630-605-4576.  If a message is left, Joy will        
respond to verify a reservation has been made.  Note: You may attend the meeting and the meal 
itself, except for the May meeting; the restaurant is requiring all attendees to purchase from their 
menu.  However, please let Joy know you will attend so that we have enough space available.      
Reservations for a meal are binding.  No-shows and those canceling less than 48 hours in advance 
are still responsible for payment.  A prompt mailing of your check to our Treasurer, Pat Daugherty, 
will  be appreciated.  

The AAUW Aurora 
Branch Board  

and I wish you a very 
Merry Christmas 

and  
Happy New Year. 

Don’t forget 
to believe!! 
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