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Happy Spring everyone! The crocuses are up and the tulips and hyacinths are poking 

through the soil of my garden. Spring is the Best---with all the promise of new life! 
 

Our Aurora Branch of AAUW looks to the future, too. The nominating committee has 

put forth a slate of energetic people who will lead us in the new year after their antici- 

pated election at the May meeting: 1st VP co-chairs for Programming, Andi Danis and 

Valerie Burd; 2nd VP co-chairs for Membership, Denise Curts-Leuth and Sue Zieche; 

Treasurer, Pat Daugherty. 
 

You have all heard about the new STEM school which has a brand new building at Au- 

rora University. We AAUW members have a great opportunity to tour the school and 

learn about what’s going on there. SAVE THE DATE: WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22. To 

make the evening even more fun, Elaine Ross and I invite you to have appetizers at 

Elaine’s from 5:30-6:30. We will car pool to AU for our tour from 7-8, and come back 

to my house for dessert and discussion from 8-9:30. It should be an informative, fun 

evening, so please come. 
 

Save books!!! On Saturday, August 22, we will have our annual BOOK SALE at the 

AURORA FARMERS’ MARKET at the downtown train station. We really need books 

to sell this year because last year we donated all the unsold books to Culture Stock, 

the used bookstore in downtown Aurora. 
 

So, here is your assignment dear AAUW members: COLLECT AT LEAST 10 BOOKS 

BETWEEN NOW AND AUGUST. (more would be nice---check with relatives and 

friends). Bring the books to my house, by Wednesday, 

August 19, at which point we (whoever wants to help me) will sort them into catego- 

ries. If you can help for a few hours at the Book Sale on Saturday August 22, that 

would be great, too. But please, plan now to collect books for the sale. 

That’s all for now! 

(The Robins are back!) 

Sandy Hipp, Co-President 

 

PLEASE SAVE YOUR BOOKS 
ANNUAL AAUW AURORA AREA LAF BOOK SALE 

WILL BE HELD ON 
SATURDAY AUGUST 22 

AT THE AURORA FARMERS MARKET. 
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BRANCH WEBSITE 
http://aurora-il.aauw.net 
 

BRANCH EMAIL 
aauwaurorail@gmail.com 

IL STATE WEBSITE 

http://aauw-il.aauw.net 
 

NATIONAL 
WEBSITE 

www.aauw.org 
 

AAUW 
An association of college 
graduates whose mission 

is to 
advance equity for women 

through, 
education, philanthropy, 

and research. 

AAUW values a diverse 
membership and wel- 

comes men and women 
with an Associate’s 

Degree, 
or a higher degree. 



 

APRIL MEETING 

 

PROGRESSIVE EVENT 

WEDNESDAY APRIL 22 

5:30 P.M. 
Join us for a fun evening that includes a social hour with appetizers, followed by a tour of the STEM school at Aurora Uni- 
versity. Then relax and recap over dessert. 
 

Appetizers & Social Hour - 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
Elaine Ross’s Home  Please bring an appetizer to share. 
 

School Tour - Dunham STEM School - 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
405 S Gladstone Ave. Aurora 60506 
Dr. Ed Howerton, Asst. to the President of the STEM school will guide us through this innovative new partnership school. 
 

Dessert and Wrap-up - Immediately after tour 
Sandy Hipp’s Home  Please bring a dessert to share 
 

Please us know what you will be bringing (dessert or appetizer) to the event. 
 

 

The campaign to put a woman on the $20 bill 

Extract from Huffington Post article 

“If you could choose any historical woman to be on the $20 bill, who would it be? 

A nonprofit campaign called Women on 20s, seeks to put the face of a woman on the $20 bill by 2020, the 100th anniver- 

sary of 19th Amendment, which granted the right to vote to women in the United States. After conducting a survey of a 

100 people, around two dozen of whom were historians and experts in women's history, the campaign has landed on 15 

potential candidates: Susan B. Anthony, Clara Barton, Rachel Carson, Shirley Chisholm, Betty Friedan, Barbara Jordan, Pat- 

sy Mink, Rosa Parks, Alice Paul, Frances Perkins, Eleanor Roosevelt, Margaret Sanger, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Sojourner 

Truth and Harriet Tubman. 

"We chose historical figures who had really changed the lives of many people and we also took into account the challenges 

they faced getting there," Women on 20s Executive Director Susan Ades Stone told The Huffington Post. She added that 

while the campaign hopes to create a popular movement, any official redesigns will ultimately be up to the U.S. Treasury. 

People can visit the campaign's website [http://www.womenon20s.org/primaries] to vote for the woman they think should 

replace Andrew Jackson on the 20. 

"This is not just a campaign about getting women on the 20. That's our crowning goal, but we really want this to be an ed- 

ucational campaign and a national conversation," Ades Stone said. "We wanted adults and kids alike to look at these names 

and think 'I don't know enough about this person, and maybe I should find out more.'"“ 

The Huffington Post By Harry Bradford 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/03/07/women-on-20s_n_6816928.html 
 

Nightly News video of this story: http://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/campaign-put-one-these-women-20-bill-n326761 
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Aurora Area AAUW Board Meeting 

January 24, 2015 
Harris Bank at Indian Trail and Orchard 
 

Members Present: Joy Bowling, Andi Danis, Pat Daugherty, Jerre Henriksen, Sandy Hipp, Kay Hurt, Mary Hinterlong, May Kee- 
nan, Denise Curts – Lueth, Vicki Peterson, V. Elaine Ross, and Jane Zimmerman. 
 

The meeting was called to order at 9:08 a.m. by Elaine Ross. Pat Daugherty moved that the minutes of the October 18, 2014 
meeting be approved as read. Kay Hurt seconded that motion and the minutes were subsequently approved. 
 

Treasurer, Pat Daugherty, presented the Treasurer’s Report which indicated a balance of $2,112.88. Our IRS status continues 
to be at issue; our National AAUW is negotiating with the IRS on behalf of our branch and other branches. We have a snap- 
shot of the paperwork from the IRS supporting our statement. Elaine Ross made the LAF/EF Assistant Treasurer’s report for 
Julie Bauman. The LAF balance is $198.17; the EF balance is $1,291.76. Our total balance for fundraising is $1,489.93. 
 

Denise Curts-Lueth, Program Chairman, reported all programs are arranged. A significant change has been made regarding the 
Women of Courage Tea on March 14, 2015. Christina Crawford notified the Batavia – Geneva – Saint Charles AAUW Branch 
that she will not be able to be the speaker for the Women of Courage Tea. Karen Maloney M.D. will step up to share her en- 
thusiasm and energy as she discusses her outreach programs in Illinois as well as internationally. More information will follow. 
 

May Keenan reported for Membership. We have one new member, Linda Bradford. The notification of new members to 
branch officers needs to have a structure strictly followed so that all new members are properly welcomed into the group and 
accounted for on our records. New members will have their biography placed in the newsletter to announce and introduce 
them to our membership. The biographies will be placed in the newsletter by the mentors. Privacy issues should be considered 
and handled carefully in this matter. Joy Bowling asked for a life membership form. 
 

Vicki Peterson, Communications, has done an excellent job of maintaining our AAUW Aurora Area Branch website. During 
her report she asked how many newsletters should be maintained in the archives; it was agreed that one year was sufficient. 
Vicki had questions about a Facebook presence on the web. It was decided that we would start with a limited access to offic- 
ers, then to membership, and then possibly open access when we felt comfortable with this action. Vicki also wanted to learn 
whether there were degrees of openness available on the same site. 
 

Mary Hinterlong indicated 14 are signed up for the Chili Supper on February 3, 2015. Parking is available in the driveway of the 
next door neighbor; Mary requested that we carpool because parking is limited on the cul-de-sac. Our fundraiser in November 
was discussed. Comments included: the food was excellent at Eaglebrook; the speaker was also excellent although the presen- 
tation was a bit long; turnout to honor Kay Hurt was strong and brought members from outside the branch; one member 
questioned whether turnout of our own membership was weak. 
 

The Chili Supper benefits LAF Funding as does the Book Sale at the Farmer’s Market in August. Sandy Hipp brought up the 
question of whether we would have a Book Sale next summer. All our books were given to Culture Shock after the last 
Farmer’s Market which would require a search for books to sell. The newspaper, Green Fest, and the newsletter were listed as 
possible sources. After discussion of issues surrounding the project (particularly storage), Joy Bowling moved and May Keenan 
seconded that we would participate in the Farmer’s Market in August with a book sale. The motion was voted on and passed. 
 

Andi Danis moved and Joy Bowling seconded that we send a $25 to our National AAUW in honor of Mary Barbee which is 
standard practice when a member dies. Sandy Hipp suggested the money was given to the Aurora Foundation where there is a 
fund in Mary’s name. Unfortunately, it is against national AAUW regulations to contribute to another non-profit. A card will 
be sent from the branch to Donna Sullivan whose husband has died. 
 

Support for $tart $mart is being sought through our contact with Dianna Manjarrez, Program Director at the Aurora YWCA. 
Dianna Manjarrez has a meeting scheduled with Sheri Eagle where $tart $mart is included on the agenda. 
Sandy Hipp read an article from the Voice regarding Elaine Parker who is a deceased former member. 
 

The website www.tradinghope .com works with women around the world and is similar to the Fair Trade movement. 
Joy Bowling moved and Pat Daugherty seconded that we adjourn which we did at 10:45 a.m. 
Jerre Henriksen, Secretary 
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MEMBERS MATTER 

 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
 

Bio of mentee - Valerie Burd 

Husband: Paul Burd 

5 children – all grown, 3 boys, 2 girls. A daughter and two sons-in-law currently on active duty – two in the Army, one in the 

Air Force. 

Education: 

Bachelor of Science degree in Journalism, minor in Political Science, from Northern Illinois University 

Work Experience: 

Positive Media Solutions, Inc. 2005- to present 

•Owner - Positive Media Solutions is a Yorkville marketing firm that does community guides, maps, advertising photography, 

etc.. 

Former Work Experience: Naperville SUN 

•Managing Editor for two weekly newspapers – the Romeoville and BolingbookSUNs 

Batavia Architectural Firm 

•Marketing Director 

Waubonsee Community College 

•Public Relations Department 

Freelance Writing for the Chicago Tribune, the Aurora Beacon News, County Home Magazine 

 

AAUW NATIONAL NEWS 

Women Get in the Game 

March 24, 2015 

“Video games are maturing as an industry and an art form, generating $21 billion last year in U.S. revenue. Thanks to 

smartphones and tablets, the gaming community is expanding beyond the stereotype of teenage boys playing Grand Theft Auto. 

“Instead of celebrating the expansion of the industry, though, some who self-identify as ‘hard-core gamers’ attack these types 

of interactive experiences as too casual, too easy, too feminine, and therefore ‘not real games,'” Anita Sarkeesian wrote in a 

New York Times op-ed in October. Sarkeesian, a feminist blogger and media critic, created Tropes vs. Women in Video Games, 

an online project dedicated to examining the stereotyped roles of women in many video games (e.g., the damsel in distress and 

the murdered prostitute). 

For her trouble, Sarkeesian has received death and rape threats and was forced to cancel an appearance at a university after 

someone threatened to mass murder audience members if she spoke. GamerGate, as the campaign of online threats directed 

at critics of the genre (especially women critics) was called, ensnared many others and took its toll. Some women quit the in- 

dustry. Many dropped plans to major in gaming in college. 

But another, less noticed piece of news arguably portends a brighter future for this technology-driven field. At the University 

of Southern California, home to what is widely considered the top gaming program in the country, the 2014 incoming fresh- 

man class of gaming majors had more women than men. 

“That was part of a huge push,” said Tracy Fullerton, chair of USC’s Interactive Media and Games Division. “That has been on 

my agenda since I became chair.””…………… 
 

READ MORE - http://www.aauw.org/2015/03/24/women-get-in-the-game/ 

The full article originally appeared in the Spring/Summer 2015 issue of AAUW Outlook magazine 
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Study groups 

 

MOVIE GROUP 

Meets the second Monday of each month. 

Please contact the hostess to let her know if you will be attending. And the dish or beverage you will bring. 

Time: 6:15 p. m. (Social) 7:00 p. m. (Movie) 

Monday, April 13 

Hostess: Michelle Brown-Rodriguez  

/630-844-9535 

Film: The Hunger Games Catching Fire – 2013 – PG 13 – 146 minutes 

Genre: Adventure & Sci-Fi 
Director: Francis Lawrence 
Writers: Simon Beaufoy (screenplay) and Michael Arndt (screenplay) 
Stars: Jennifer Lawrence, Josh Hutcherson and Liam Hemsworth 
 
 
 
 

Books By Night 

Meets the fourth Wednesday of each month. 

Time 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 29 

Arline Hoban  
 

Book: I am Malala by Malala Yousazai 

“A MEMOIR BY THE YOUNGEST RECIPIENT OF THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE 

"I come from a country that was created at midnight. When I almost died it was just after midday." 

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to 

be silenced and fought for her right to an education. 

On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in the 
head at point-blank range while riding the bus home from school, and few expected her to survive. 
Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey from a remote valley in north- 
ern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At sixteen, she became a global symbol of peace- 
ful protest and the youngest nominee ever for the Nobel Peace Prize. 
I AM MALALA is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for girls' education, of 

a father who, himself a school owner, championed and encouraged his daughter to write and attend school, and of brave parents who 
have a fierce love for their daughter in a society that prizes sons. 
I AM MALALA will make you believe in the power of one person's voice to inspire change in the world.” 
www.amazon.com 
 
 
 

In the late 1990s, Celia Pearce, a designer of 

games and theme park amusements, visited a 

vice president of marketing at Atari about 

making more games for girls. She recalled: “He 

told me, ‘Our job is to take lunch money away 

from teenage boys. We don’t care about girls.’” 

http://www.aauw.org/2015/03/24/ 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 

The Wheaton-Glen Ellyn AAUW Used Book Sale will be held on May 6-9, 2015, at the Glen Ellyn Civic 

Center located at 535 Duane St., Glen Ellyn. Enter thru the gym west entrance. It is elevator accessible. 

The sale begins May 6th, from 6pm to 9pm. Entry is$10 per adult. There is no scanner fee. 

May 7th and 8th, the sale is open from 9am to 9pm. Admission is free. 

May 9th, the sale is open 9am to 2pm. Admission is free and features Books by the Bag for $10 per bag. 

Proceeds go to fellowships and local scholarships. 
 

Mutual Ground’s 40th Anniversary Celebration-Food for Thought Fundraiser 

Thursday April 16th 
Fisherman’s Inn, 43W901 Main Street Road, Elburn 
6:00 pm-9:30 pm 

Restaurants from the Fox Valley area will be providing tastes of their best dishes. Come enjoy an open bar, and entertain- 

ment of dueling pianos provided by Felix and Fingers. Some of the restaurants providing tastes are Chef Amaury, Ballydoyles, 

Stockholms, Villa Verone, Two Brothers, Chocolates by Lydia, Miss Dotties Poundcakes, Reulands, Three Angels Brewery, 

Muchacha Salsa. 

Tickets are $100 each 

VIP tickets available for $140 and include a private tasting with Fisherman’s Inn, champagne, and a 40th Commemorative gift. 

http://www.mutualground.org/ 

 

Family Counseling Service 90th Anniversary Fundraiser Chef Competition & Auction Event 

Saturday April 11th 

Piper’s Banquets, 1295 Butterfield Rd., Aurora 60502 

5:30 pm-10:30 pm 

MC Mike Puccinelli CBS 2 news reporter & Honorary Co-Chairs Dr. David & Susan Leader. Enjoy culinary delights prepared 

live by 8 of Chicagoland’s renowned chefs. Each chef will prepare one signature dish and the attendees will help choose the 

winner. Music & dancing with West Aurora High School Jazz Band. Open bar. 

Tickets are $100 each 

http://fcsfoodfight.com/ 
 

Breaking Free Bon Appetit is a recipe for community support, an event featuring a taste of signature dishes from 

local chefs. 

Thursday April 9th 

Gaslite Manor, 2485 Church Rd., Aurora 60502 

5:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Tickets are $60 per person in advance and $70 at the door 

Breaking Free serves 5 counties, over 17,000 people annually providing prevention and counselling for substance abuse, child 

abuse and other life challenges. For more information call 630-897-1003 or visit www.BreakingFreeInc.org 
 
 
 

Fight for Fair Pay  

Changing the pay gap begins with you. 

Check out resources - www.aauw.org/fairpay 
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The average working woman earns just 77¢ to the average man’s $1.00. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Join us to raise awareness of pay inequity in Chicago and 

around the nation. 
Keynote Speaker: Dorri McWhorter, CEO YWCA 

Other Speakers: Toni Preckwinkle, Cook County Board President 

& others TBA 

Sally Lou Loveman - Emcee 

For more information, to learn how you or your organization can get involved, please contact event organiz- 

er Barb Young at 312 696-2034 or blyoung@golanchristie.com 
 

Saturday, April 25, 2015 4:00 pm 

Cantera Stadium 17 & Rpx. 28250 Diehl Road Warrenville, IL 

Tickets $11 

Go to http://gathr.us/screening/11318 and reserve your tickets 

I AM A GIRL is an inspirational feature length documentary that paints a clear picture of the reality of 

what it means to be a girl in the 21st century. Feminism may have promised equality and sought a bet- 

ter and fairer world for women but the reality is that girls make up almost a quarter of the world’s 

population yet still face the greatest discrimination of any group in the world. Technology and science 

offer unimaginable potential but we still struggle to ensure men and women are afforded equal opportu- 

nities. Yet in spite of these obstacles, girls have found extraordinary ways to persevere and in our doc- 

umentary we hear their stories of strength, hope, courage and a refusal to be second best. 
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Harris Bank on Orchard Rd/Indian Trail, Aurora 

June 27 (transitional meeting) 

 

BRANCH BOARD MEMBERS 
Branch Board Meetings

 
Saturdays @ 9:00 a. m. 

CO-PRESIDENTS 

Elaine Ross 
 
Sandy Hipp 
 

PROGRAM VP 

Denise Curts-Lueth 
 

TREASURER 

Pat Daugherty 
 

ASSISTANT TREASURER 

Julie Bauman 
 

CO-MEMBERSHIP VPS 

May Keenan 

Michelle Brown-Rodriguez 
 

COMMUNICATIONS VP 

Vicki Petersen 
 

SECRETARY 

Jerre Henriksen 
 

LEGAL ADVOCACY FUND 

Mary Hinterlong 
 

EDUCATIONAL FUNDS 

Jane Zimmerman 
 

SOCIAL CHAIR 

Joy Bowling 

BRANCH EMAIL: aauwaurorail@gmail.com. For your pho- 

tos of branch activities for the website 
 

RESERVATION POLICY  

For all meetings RSVP is required; please contact Joy Bowling, 

Social Chair, for each program that you plan to attend. 

If a message is left,  

Joy will respond to verify a reservation has been made. 
 
Note: You may attend the meeting and not the meal itself, ex- 

cept for the May meeting; the Restaurant is requiring all at- 

tendees to purchase from their menu. However, please let Joy 

know you will attend so that we have enough space available. 
 

Reservations for a meal are binding. No-shows and those cancel- 

ing less than 48 hours in advance are still responsible for pay- 

ment. A prompt mailing of your check to our Treasurer, Pat 

Daugherty, will be appreciated. 
 

Check out the AAUW website - www.aauw.org . 

Sign up for weekly or bi-weekly alerts (AAUW Wash- 

ington Update and AAUW Action Network) pro- 

vide a synopsis of what is happening in Congress. If a 

particular issue interests you, a link is available to help 

you send a comment to your congressman or senator. 

AAUW Mission & Action AAUW’s e-bulletin offers 

members information on today’s hot issues, opportuni- 

ties to speak out online and through local branches, and 

updates on the work of AAUW nationwide. http:// 

www.aauw.org/resource/aauw-mission-action/ 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Udho Igwe 
 

INFORMATION DEADLINES FOR NEWSLETTER  

April 22 for May Newsletter 
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3:00-5:30pm State Board Meeting 
5:30-9:00pm Registration 
6:00-7:00pm Dinner 
7:00-8:00pm Book Talk – Nann Blaine Hilyard 
8:00pm President’s Dessert Reception 
 
 

7:30am - 9:00am Registration 

7:00am - 8:00am Chair Yoga – AAUW Funds Fundraiser – led by Barb Nunemaker 
8:00am - 9:00am Breakfast Buffet 
8:00am– 4:00pm Sales and Display Area Open 
9:00am Opening Session – Carol Heisler 
9:15-10:15am “One AAUW” – Pam Thiel, AAUW Director 
10:15-10:35am Awards and Recognitions 
10:35-10:45am Break 
10:45-11:00am Business Session 
11:00-12:00pm “Sexual Harassment and Assault in Scientific Fieldwork Settings” presented by Dr. Kathryn 

Clancy, Assistant Professor of Anthropology, University of Illinois 
12:15 - 1:30 pm Luncheon 

LAF – One Lifeline for Title IX Plaintiffs” - Kristen Galles, Title IX Lawyer 
Agent of Change Award 

1:45 - 2:30pm Breakout Sessions (4) 
Illinois Legislative Update 
Look Beneath the Surface – Sex Trafficking 
Solving the Equation: The Variables for Women’s Success 

in Engineering and Computing 
You want me to do what??? - A look at the ROI of leadership 

2:30-2:45 pm Break 
2:45-3:30pm Breakout Sessions Repeated 
3:35-4:00pm Installation of New Board 

Wrap Up 
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